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ABSTRACT

Political Participation is a desired quality among citizens in a democracy. Earlier studies have
indicated that Political Knowledge, Political Efficacy and Civic Engagement enhance the Political
Participation of college students. The current study has its background in two key aspects in the
Indian context: First, the proliferation of Social Media Usage among college students in the last
decade; Second, the implementation of the Lyngdoh Commission Report (May 2006) on Campus
Party Politics. Studies have not adequately addressed the question of the direct impact of Social
Media Usage among college students, on their level of Political Knowledge, Political Efficacy, Civic
Engagement, and Political Participation. The present study attempts to assess the impact of Social
Media Usage on Political Knowledge, Political Efficacy and Civic Engagement and Political
Participation of college students in the context of Kerala. In the context of the implementation of the
Lyngdoh Commission report by some of the college and University campuses in India thus banning
Party Politics in their campuses, while some of the other campuses still retaining Campus Party
Politics, the presence/absence of Campus Party Politics is used as a control variable to see the impact
of Campus Party Politics on Social Media Usage, Political Knowledge, Political Efficacy, Civic
Engagement, and Political Participation.

To check the impact of various factors on Political Participation, a path model is framed and
analysed using Structural Equation Modelling. Key demographic variables such as gender, political
student union membership, type of management that own and operate the college, the stream of
study of students, etc are also examined to see its varying effects on the key variables under
consideration. The results indicate that Social Media Usage and Political Knowledge do not impact
Political Participation while Political Efficacy and Civic Engagement do impact Political
Participation. While gender does not impact the variables under consideration, the presence of
Campus Party Politics influences the Social Media Usage, Political Knowledge, Political Efficacy,
Civic Engagement and Political Participation level of students in college campuses.
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